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This, as already mentioned, was fixed for June igth.
Thus there were two weeks before the event. The
attentive Mr. Stoeckel saw to it that the period of
waiting was passed in the pleasantest way possible.
" Mr. Stoeckel was untiring in his efforts to make
my stay on his delightful estate as pleasant for me
as possible. Besides, he arranged trips for me to
adjacent towns and places. These trips were made
either in a motor car or in a specially reserved
Pullman car, and the servants were always sent off
in advance to make all preparations, so that one felt
at home wherever one went.

" On one of these journeys Boston was visited,
where a large dinner was arranged at which I made
the acquaintance of practically all the leading
composers in America: Chadwick, Hadley, Loeffier,
etc. From there we returned to Norfolk, where
my host gave a banquet to 250 people. Among the
guests was ex-President Taft, who was then Pro-
fessor of Law at Yale University. We sat next to
each other at table and I had a lively conversation
with the talkative and genial ex-President. He
was well versed in conditions in Finland and showed
lively interest in our constitutional and cultural
struggle.

" Thereupon we started on the last of my
journeys in America, at first 200 miles by car
through flowering districts and walnut woods to
the town of Syracuse, followed by another day's
journey in the same conveyance to Niagara. We
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